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tion than a few scattered and perfunctory remarks on style. Surely it is 
not fantastic, for instance, to see a close connection between the eight- 
eenth century poet's love of the conventional epithet, of the formal, the 
pseudo-classic and the eighteenth century philosopher's decent acquies- 
cence in the limitations of his knowledge. For Hume the ideal is " a 
correct judgment which — avoiding all distant and high enquiries, con- 
fines itself to common life and to such subjects as fall under daily prac- 
tice and experience; leaving the more sublime topics to the embellish- 
ment of poets and orators " precisely because we can know so little of that 
world beyond us. When Pope turns nature into a formal garden, may 
we not see at work a similar dread of " enthusiasm " before the unknown ? 
There may be no evidence in support of such a suggestion, but considera- 
tions of this kind might serve to bring philosophy and literature into a 
closer relationship than the present volume establishes. 

One further comment may be added. The method of exposition by 
copious quotation from the original sources, although it inspires confi- 
dence, creates a feeling of discomfort, as of crumbs in the bed. The 
quality of smoothness is wholly absent. Where the discussion enters 
into details this feeling tends to magnify our estimate of their mass, 
whereas, except in the case of the chapters on Bacon and John Stuart 
Mill, we need just the opposite: namely, some simple whole view of the 
individual thinker. C. A. Bennett. 

Yale University. 
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